
In Cornell notes style: 
The Flight of Icarus: Study Guide 

 

1. Plot and Conflict:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions 1-6 on page 36 
of textbook 
 

1. Exposition: 
Characters: Icarus and Daedalus 
Setting: the island of Crete and Sicily.  
Conflict:  Icarus and Daedalus need to escape from the 
Island of Crete. 
Rising Action: Daedalus makes feathered wings to fly 
off the Island and gives his son specific instructions on 
how to fly.  
Climax: Icarus does not follow the instructions while 
he’s flying in the sky and begins to fall. 
Falling Action: Icarus tries to look for his son but all he 
saw were “feathers floating from the sky.” Icarus dies by 
falling into the sea. 
Resolution: Buried his son and named the land Icaria in 
his memory. He also honored him by after building the 
temple to Apollo.  
 
 

1. Daedelus is reacting with frustration because he 
has tried many ways to escape from the island.  

2. The advice suggests that ancient greeks valued 
moderation.  

3. People watching belive thought that Icarus and 
Daedalus were Gods because they were flying 
high in the sky. The theme/lesson is that don’t try 
to be like the gods.Instead, be humble and try to 
live within your means.  

4. When Icarus first starts to fly, his father looks at 
him with "misgivings" which shows us that the 
flight may not end well. He doesn’t think that 
Icarus will do well on his flight and starts to give 
him advance/specific instructions on how to fly in 
moderation.  

5. Soft, moist and glorious show that Icarus felt free 
and comfortable in the sky. He was also excited 
to be flying high in the air as "he was bewitched 
by a sense of freedom and beat his wings 
frantically" (33). 

6. Someone who flies too close to the sun is a risk 
taker and lives for thrills and doesn’t think about 
the consequences. Icarus was having a good 



time flying in the air and felt like a god. He was 
punished for not listening to his father’s 
instructions of flying at a moderate level.  

Summary Question: 

What is the lesson of this myth? Note words from the entire passage that serve to 
warn Icarus and emphasize this lesson.  
 
The lesson of the myth is to follow the rules and live in moderation. Icarus did not 
follow the rules set forth by his father. While in the air, he disobeyed the rules at did 
not fly at the recommended moderate height.  
 
 

 


